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SPEECH PREPARATION INFORMATION WORKSHEET
Speeches to Persuade (5-7 Minutes)
1. This speech is intended to give the student an experience with thinking in terms of persuading an audience or arguing a point about an important issue in which the student is interested or involved.
a. 
You are to address a specific or implied problem that needs to be solved.
b. 
You will discuss why it is a problem and possible solutions.
c. 
You will present how the problem should be solved and why your solution will work.
d. 
You will give the audience a strong motivation for adopting the plan.
1. The outline format used will be the Motivated Sequence Outline. This format will be discussed and explained in class.  It is explained in detail in the appropriate chapter in your textbook.  A sample of the Outline Format that you must follow on following pages.
3. The speech will require some research time and effort to gather the necessary information, evidence and data to prove your case or proposition. You must have consulted at least three (3) legitimate sources other than yourself and include the pertinent information in a properly formatted bibliography attached to your outline. Do not put outline on PowerPoint.
4. This speech is worth 100 points, and the required outline is worth 25 points.  
5. You are required to use PowerPoint slides in the speech if you have not used them in the previous informative speech.
6. You will be assigned a day on which your speech will be due.  No late speeches will be accepted for this assignment (except for serious emergencies, each of which will be judged on its own merits).  You can, however, volunteer to go early, if you wish.
7. Absences for the days of the speeches will count twice.  So, do not miss during these days.
8. Pick a topic that affects you personally or is something you are interested in. However, some restrictions apply. Do not address issues involving religion or politics. Also, try to stay away from topics that are usual fare which the professor is tired of listening to such as: abortion, drinking/driving, cigarettes, HIV/AIDS, legalizing marijuana, donating blood, and so on. If you believe you must speak on one of these issues, it must be approved by the professor well ahead of time via email.
9. You must let the audience know why you picked this topic.
10. You must NOT read your speech to the audience.
11. Pay particular attention to your delivery style. You must deliver your speech with conviction and perhaps passion. You must sound like you truly believe what you are asking.
12. See additional material on Persuasion online at www.herbsennett.com.
OUTLINE WORKSHEET
MOTIVATED SEQUENCE DESIGN
Topic: ________________________________________________________________________
Proposition: ___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
I.
Introduction
A.
Attention material (focus on problem): ________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
B.
Transition: ______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
II.
Need
A.
Statement of Need: ________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
B.
Description of the Problem: _________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1.
Signs, symptoms, or effects of problem: _________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2.
Example, narrative, or testimony: ______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
C.
Importance of the Problem: _________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1.
Extent of Problem: __________________________________________________


a.
Facts or statistics: _____________________________________________


b.
Expert testimony: _____________________________________________

2.
Who is affected: ____________________________________________________


a.
Facts or statistics: _____________________________________________


b.
Example or testimony: _________________________________________
Transition: ____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

III.
Satisfaction/Solution
A.
Present solution to the problems that satisfies the need: ___________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
B.
Description of solution: ____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

1.
How solution satisfies need: ___________________________________________

2.
How solution can be implemented: _____________________________________
C.
Details of Plan: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Transition: ____________________________________________________________________
IV.
Visualization
A.
Help audience see the results: _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
B.
Describe expected results of action: __________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
C.
Describe consequences of inaction: ___________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
V.
Conclusion/Call for Action
A.
Summary of argument: ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
B.
Specific action called for: __________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
C.
Clincher/Closing statement: ________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
BIBLIOGRAPHY/WORKS CONSULTED
Please consult library or writing lab for guidance on MLA style for bibliography.
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